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The thrilling coastline of Point Lobos comes
even more alive with historic tales from tour
guide Monica Hudson. Hudson’s family used
to own the region before donating it to the

State of California. Hudson has an extensive
knowledge of the history of Monterey
County, and has penned two historical books.
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Clockwise from top left: A.M. Allan’s partner,
Gennosuke Kodani, and his wife at Point Lobos
in the “Gallery” guest house; a whale in 1900
being processed at Whalers Cove, possibly for
the last time; visitors enjoying a picnic at
Cypress Grove; Allan’s son-in-law, Tom Riley,
cultivating land; painter William Silva’s Paris
salon card featuring Point Lobos.
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Abalone harvesting boats in Whalers Cove at Point Lobos in the early 1900s. Allan and
Kodani are pictured second and third from right. A coal chute and a Japanese village

are shown in the background.

performing coal mine then operating south of
Point Lobos and was dazzled by the area.”The
beauty here escapes no one,” Hudson observes.

Upon leaving the State Park's employ,
Hudson began conducting private tours of
Point Lobos. This is where that degree in child-
hood education began to pay off. “Teaching
kindergarten is the perfect training ground for a
tour guide,” she says with a grin.

In addition to Point Lobos, Hudson offers
tours of historic Old Monterey—often in peri-
od costume—and on another subject dear to
her heart: Robert Louis Stevenson. "‘Stevenson
House [the ‘French Hotel' building at 530
Houston St. in Monterey] has the most exten-
sive collection of Stevenson's personal artifacts
anywhere in the world,” she says. "But most
people have no idea why that is, or how the
author came to spend time here” A self-
described “Stevenson fan," Hudson has visited
“nearly everywhere he went in his lifetime. He
was a fascinating person.” That kind of research
informs and enriches the experience she pro-
vides to her clients.

In addition to her guide business, Hudson has
authored two local history books in the "“Images

of America” series for Arcadia Publishing. She

was able to use her lifetime of knowledge and
dozens of family photos for the Point Lobos
book, but the Carmel-by-the-Sea version
required scores of interviews with long-time
residents. Not that she minded. “California his-
tory is my passion,” she says; so for her, learning
the history of our little village was like catnip to
a calico. Many of the stories she gleaned while
researching both books have found their way
into her tour narrative as well.

What makes a tour special with Hudson isn't
merely her vast and encyclopedic storehouse of
knowledge. It's the way she reads her clients to
learn just what would be of particular interest
to them. If someone expresses an interest in
wildflowers, sea otters, the geological makeup
of a rock, how whalers plied their trade, or the
lichen that adheres to cypress trees, she can
speak eloquently on those and myriad other
subjects. It's that kindergarten training again: “In
that line of work—and this one—I've had to
develop creative ways to explain concepts,’
Hudson says."I'm a storyteller at heart.”

For more information about the various tours
and services offered by California Legacy Tours, call
831/324-3304 or visit www.calegacytours.com.
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